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H.E. Amb. Lameck Nthekela (Photo:Per Järtby & Ulla Odqvist) 
 
Dear Friends of Botswana,  
 
Welcome to the 3rd edition of the Botswana Embassy Newsletter. We trust that you had a 
beautiful festive season with your loved ones. It was a cold and dark one here in Stockholm.  
 
The past four months have been busy and action-packed: from celebrating Botswana’s 47th Year 
of Independence, to H.E. Mr. Lameck Nthekela presenting his Letters of Credence to Presidents 
of the Republic of Iceland and the Russian Federation, to hosting a number of visits to Sweden 
by different groups from Botswana. The year ended on a high note with Botswana assuming the 
Chairmanship of International IDEA during the 22nd Council Meeting held in Chile. 
 
We take this time to also welcome our new Minister-Counsellor, Mr. Tshepo Mogotsi, who joined 
the Embassy in September, 2013.  
 
Hope the New Year brings with it great opportunities and success.  

_____________________________________ 
 

BOTSWANA EMBASSY, TYRGATAN 11, SE-100 41 
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AMBASSADOR PRESENTS HIS LETTERS OF CREDENCE IN ICELAND 
 
On 10th December, 2013, H.E. Ambassador 
Lameck Nthekela presented his Letters of 
Credence to President Ólafur Ragnar 
Grímsson of the Republic of Iceland, 
accrediting him as Botswana’s ambassador to 
Iceland. 
 
During his visit, Ambassador Nthekela met 
with the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Amb. Jón Egill Egilsson. The 
meeting discussed ways in which Botswana 
and Iceland could cooperate, with particular 
reference to renewable energy. Iceland has 
leading technology and expertise in renewable 
solar and hydro energy as well as soil erosion 
management.  
 
The Permanent Secretary called for the 
promotion of tourist exchange between the two 
countries. The Ambassador was informed that 
Iceland has a cooperation agreement with the 
United Nations University to provide 
assistance to the University’s Geothermal 
Training Programme, admission is open to all 
and it is purely competitive.   
 
Ambassador Nthekela also met with 
Botswana’s Honorary Consul in Iceland, Mr 
Eythor Arnalds, who expressed his willingness 

to provide any assistance wherever possible in 
increasing Botswana’s awareness and making 
contacts in Iceland. His area of expertise is 
renewable energy and is open for discussion 
for possible cooperation in establishing solar 
plants in Botswana. Mr Arnalds also 
mentioned that Botswana should look into the 
possibility of exporting beef to Iceland. 
 
Botswana and Iceland are currently 
negotiating an Air Services agreement to 
establish air services between and beyond the 
two countries’ respective territories. 
 

 
AMBASSADOR PRESENTS LETTERS OF CREDENCE TO RUSSIAN PRESIDENT 
 
His Excellency, Ambassador Lameck Nthekela 
presented his Letters of Credence to His 
Excellency, Mr. Vladimir Putin, and President 
of the Russian Federation on 16th January, 
2014.  
 
Whilst in Russia, 
Ambassador Nthekela 
met with the De[puty 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Mikhail L. 
Bogdanov, where they 
discussed bilateral 
issues on education, 
business-business 
cooperation and in-
service training of 
security forces. Russia 
wishes to see more Batswana taking up 
scholarships to study in Russia. 

The Ambassador also met with Director of the 
Africa Department, the Vice Chancellor of the 
People’s Friendship University as well as 
some of the Batswana students in Moscow.  

 
During the 

presentation 
ceremony, President 
Vladimir Putin 
mentioned that both 
Russia and Botswana 
have a recognisable 
mining industry, 
diamond mining and 
with Russia’s 
advanced and well 

known mining 
technology, enhanced working relations could 
be beneficial to Botswana. 

  

Ambassador Lameck Nthekela greeting President Vladimir Putin 
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BOTSWANA ASSUMES CHAIRMANSHIP OF 
THE COUNCIL OF MEMBER STATES OF 
INTERNATIONAL IDEA 
 
On 29th November 2013 Botswana assumed 
the Chairmanship of the Council of Member 
States of International IDEA at the 22nd 
Session of the Council held in Santiago, Chile 
from 28-29 November 2013. Botswana was 
taking over the baton from Chile who was 
Chair of the Council for 2013. 
   
As Chair of the Council of Member States, 
Botswana will host the 23rd Session of the 
Council and the Democracy Forum to be held 
in November/December 2014 and is expected 
to bring together representatives of 
governments of the 29 member  states, 
high level professionals, parliamentarians, 
researchers, civil society, opinion leaders, 
environmentalists, experts and media 
representatives from across the world to 
exchange views on democratic political 
processes fundamental to inclusive 
development, transparency and accountability, 
inclusive participation in the management of 
natural resources, development & sustainable 
democracy. 
 
EMBASSY CELEBRATES BOTSWANA DAY 
 
On 1st October 2013 the Embassy hosted a 
colourful cultural night in celebrating 
Botswana’s 47th year of Independence. 100 
guests were invited to watch performances by  
Nnunu Ramogotsi, a Motswana jazz artists 
living in Botswana, Banjo Mosele, a jazz artist 
based in Norway, as well as perfomances by 
four Botswana poets, Barolong Seboni, 
Moroka Moreri, TJ Dema and Andreatta Drea 
Chuma.  

 
Nnunu was 
in Sweden 
on a jazz 

exchange 
programme 

that was 
initiated in 
2011. During 
her stay, 

Nnunu facilitated music workshops with 
Kulturama Music School as well performed at 
several places such as Stockholm’s famous 
jazz club, Fasching.  

 
The four poets were also in Sweden on a 
cultural exchange programme with the public 
library –Stadsbiblioteket in Uppsala, Nordiska 
Africa institute in Uppsala and Ordsprak and 
took part in the Uppsala International Poetry 
Festival 2013. The exchange programme was 
supported by Uppsala’s cultural council, 
Aktörsamverkan.  
 

 
From left to right: Barolong Sebone, TJ Dema & Moroka 
Moreri 

 
In addition, the Embassy also partnered with 
the Botswana Friendship Association to 
celebrate Independence. The event brought 
together over hundred Batswana and friends 
of Botswana to celebrate. The event was held 
in Lyrestad, a city 300 km south of Stockholm. 
The event was attended by over 110 friends of 
Botswana.  
 
The program of the event included a photo 
exhibition; sale of Botswana made artefacts, 
as well as an information session on how to 
travel to Botswana as a tourist. H.E, 
Ambassador Lameck Nthekela also made a 
presentation on Botswana and development 
progress she has made since 1966. 

 

 
Mrs. 
Nthekela 
leading 
Botswana 
Choir onto 
the stage 
Photo:Per 
Järtby & 
Ulla 
Odqvist 
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BOYCE BATLANG VISITS SWEDEN 
 
Boyce Batlang, a young Motswana tenor from Gaborone, was in Stockholm, Sweden, to take part 
and sing in Mozart's The Magic Flute at the historic opera scene Drottningholm Palace Theatre in 
Stockholm on 22nd - 27th August 2013.  
 
The Swedish opera director and singer Andrew Staples discovered Boyce Batlang during a visit to 
Botswana in December 2012 at a performance at the No 1 Ladies’ Opera House in Gaborone.  
Andrew Staples was then representing the Opera Project “Opera for Change” who in 2014 plan to 
take a production of Mozart’s Magic Flute “on the back of a lorry” from Nairobi to Cape Town. 
 
Batlang also had a solo part in the performance of ZAUBERFLÖTE Radio sponsored by the 
Swedish Radio, an opportunity to interact with Sweden’s most talented and popular opera singers 
from the Royal Swedish Opera as well as other international opera artists taking part in The Magic 
Flute.  
 
EMBASSY SELLS BOTSWANA TOURISM 
 
On 6th December, 2013, Ambassador Lameck Nthekela made a presentation to a group of 
Swedish tour operators based in Stockholm on Botswana tourism. 
 
The purpose of the presentation was to give an update on Botswana’s tourism industry as well as 
get feedback on challenges faced by tour operators when sending tourists to Botswana. The 
meeting was informed of the Government’s efforts in promoting Botswana as an ideal tourist 
destination. Botswana has done tremendously well in conserving the flora and fauna throughout 
the country in order to attract tourists. Measures such as the banning of trophy hunting will have 

positive effects in addressing the declining numbers of 
wildlife in the country. 
 
Also present at the presentation was Mr Gregg 
Armstrong, Vice President-Technical of Botswana 
MotorSports who also made a presentation on the status 
of motorsport in Botswana and how tourists can 
incorporate motor sport events into their itinerary when 
visiting Botswana.  
 
The tour operators had an opportunity to share their 
experiences and ideas on how Botswana could improve 
the tourism industry and attract more tourists.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Amb. Nthekela with Mr. Armstrong and Ms. Karin 
Bernesson of Thabela Travel 



Botswana Embassy                             Box 26024                    Tel: +46(8)54525880/Fax: +46(8)7230087 
Tyrgatan11, SE-10041                 Stockholm, Sweden          www.botswana.se  5 
 

 
COLLABORATION ON FOLKLORE MUSIC 
 
Three members of the Botswana Folklore 
Music Association (BOFA) paid a visit to 
Sweden to benchmark on the Swedish music 
education system. The three BOFA members,  
Mr. Joseph Dikgomo, Mr. Kopano Mantswe 
and Mr. Daniel Mogami, were in Sweden 14th 
October till 19th October 2013. 
 
The purpose of the visit was to learn and have 
an appreciation on how the music education 
system in Sweden operates, with the aim to 
develop, document and infuse folklore music in 
Botswana’s education system. The visit was 
part of a partner-driven cooperation between 
BOFA and Kultur i Väst, a regional cultural 
administration that manages development 
work under the authority of the Cultural Affairs 
Committee of the Gothenburg region in 
Sweden. The cultural exchange program aims 
to raise awareness on folklore music.  
 
During their stay, BOFA met with, amongst 
others, officials from Kulturama, a performing 
arts college, Lilla Academin, a classic music 
school and the Royal Music College as well as 
the music Development and Heritage Sweden 
Centre together with the Department of 
Culture.  
 
The partner driven cooperation is fully 
sponsored by the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency and 
administered by the Swedish Arts Council. 
 

 
BOFA Members with their Swedish counterparts 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
TOY JOY VISITS THE EMBASSY 
 
The Coordinator of the Toy Joy Project in 
Finland Ms. Helena Rimali and the Mankaa 
School in Espoo paid a visit to the Embassy on 
25th October to deliver bags of toys for 
orphanages and day care centres for orphans 
in Botswana.  
 
The toys are accompanied by letters, post 
cards and notes from children and students in 
the City of Espoo who wish to share some love 
and knowledge about their country. The toys 
are meant to bring joy and a message of 
friendship to the recipients The Toy Joy 
Project has had good relations with the 
Embassy since the beginning of the project in 
2008 and travel to Stockholm every year to 
deliver the toys. The Project Coordinator in 
Gaborone Mr. Tommy Hamaluba delivers the 
toys around the country with his students.   
 
SKINFLINT BRINGS BOTSWANA ROCK 
MUSIC TO SWEDEN 
 
Skinflint, a Botswana heavy metal band was in 
Sweden 30th October 2013 on a cultural 
exchange programme with Selam, a Swedish 
metal artist.   
  
Skinflint consists of Giuseppe Sbrana aka 
Juice (guitar / vocals) Kebonye Nkoloso aka 
Raskebo (bass) and Sandra Sbrana aka 
Hurricane Sandy (drums). The band has 
played all over Africa and in particular shared 
the stage with international artists such as 
Carcass (UK). The band mixes traditional 
heavy metal with lyrics from traditional 
ancestral beliefs, tribal wars and Juju 
occultism! This unique mix has helped the 
band to get global exposure and been 
discovered by fans from around the world. The 
band has just finished their 4th album “Dipoko” 
and recently won the prize of “Annual African 
Metal” for its overall performance and to 
Giuseppe Sbrana for the best guitar player in 
metal. 
  
During their visit to Sweden, Skinflint amongst 
others, performed at Scharinska in a city north 
of Sweden, Umeå and at a famous rock club in 
Stockholm, Debaser and another one called 
Wax & Gold! 
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BOTSWANA EMBASSY ACTIVITIES IN PICTURES 
 
 

 
Banjo Mosele entertaining guests (Photo: Marc Scarlat) 
 
 

 
Botswana crafts on display (Photo:Per Järtby & Ulla Odqvist) 

 
 

http://botsfa.nu/Lyrestad/index.html


Botswana Embassy                             Box 26024                    Tel: +46(8)54525880/Fax: +46(8)7230087 
Tyrgatan11, SE-10041                 Stockholm, Sweden          www.botswana.se  7 
 

 

 
BOTSFA Chairman, Ms Julia Majaha-Järtby with Folke Löfgren (Photo:Per Järtby & Ulla Odqvist) 

 

 
Barolong Seboni (Photo: Marc Scarlat) 

     

 
Andreatta Chuma 

Nnunu Ramogotsi 

http://botsfa.nu/Lyrestad/index_6.html
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Mr. Gregg Armstrong with one of the tour operators Ambassador Nthekela chatting to one of the tour 

operators 
 
 
 
 

BOFA Meeting with the Development and Heritage Centre, Stockholm 
 
 
 

          
Skinflint during a performance in Stockholm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


