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Dear BOTSFA members!

www.botsfa.nu 
is continuously being updated. 
Welcome to visit us at any time!

Sweden is covered by gray skies and drizzling rain. It is Novem-
ber! But I try to think about sunshine in Botswana, instead of the 
light bulbs that need to be switched on the whole day!  With the 
sunny and blue skied Botswana on my mind, I have the pleasure 
of informing you of the work of botsfa.
 botsfa has today more than a hundred members, counting 
members of family membership too. We are working on raising 
that figure by reaching out to as many people as possible, both in 
Botswana and Sweden. botsfa continuously looks for projects, to 
which the Association can contribute.  
 The website, www.botsfa.nu has been updated considerably, so 
please visit!
 In the beginning of next year Dumela web-Magazine will in-
troduce to botsfa Members »Mma Ramotswe’s cookbook« with 
recipes from Botswana.
 Please don’t hesitate to contribute to our web Magazine by 
sending your story, report or other interesting material to the Edi-
tors. 
 This issue of Dumela Newsletter presents an interview with 
the Head of the Swedish Trade Council in Gaborone, Håkan 
Bengtsson, having his office in the Sweden House, former Swed-
ish Ambassadors’ residence, on President’s Drive. This and more 
in Dumela Newsletter No. 2/09 – enjoy reading!

Christmas approaching, I take the opportunity to wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2010.

A piece of living history
On October 9 2009, botsfa Board 
Member, Birgitta Karlström Dorph, 
was invited by the Association 
safran (Södra Afrikaföreningen i 
Skåne) in Lund, to talk about her life 
as ambassador in Africa, specifically 
in southern Africa. Some 50 mem-
bers of safran are currently study-
ing Botswana in study-circles and 
seminars where they deepen their 
knowledge of Botswana in a broad 
perspective. A number of them will 
travel to Botswana in 2010. Together 
with other safran members, they 
had gathered to listen, first to Birgitta 
Fransson, who spoke about African 
literature. After lunch it was time for 
Birgitta Karlström Dorph to take the 
floor. With great empathy and humor, 
she spoke about a fantastic career as 
a diplomat in different countries in 
Africa of which she spent 2 years in 
Botswana. She brought with her a 
film on Botswana by Lasse Berg, a 
film which was much appreciated by 
the audience. Many of the members 
of safran have travelled to Zimba-
bwe, South Africa and Namibia, and 
they all felt a specific African scent 
listening to Birgitta’s experiences. 

by Gillian Nilsson

Birgitta Karlström Dorph
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Would you please tell the readers of 
dumela about yourself, your background 
and how you happened to become the 
Head of the Swedish Trade Council in 
Botswana?
I graduated from the Swedish School 
of Business, Economics and Law in 
Göteborg. Project leading and busi-
ness concepts are areas where I feel 
comfortable. I have been within the 
pwc sphere (PricewaterhouseCoop-
ers), worked as Managing Director 
for a small franchise business, and in 
the so called Stenbeck sphere. Then 
I was recruited by the Swedish Trade 
Council in Stockholm. 

You live in quite a big villa – the 
previous residence for Swedish Ambas-
sadors. Today, how does the house func-
tion, and who owns the building?
We do not live in the building, we 
only use it as our office. The building 
and the plot is owned by the National 
Property Board (sfv).  The build-
ing is meant to function as a centre 
for Swedish interests in Botswana, a 
»Sweden House«. The Swedish Trade 
Council, in general, offers so called 
office hotels for Swedish businesses 
that need access to a simple establish-
ment in the country where they are, in 
this example Botswana.  

The Swedish Trade Council in Botswana 
is supported by the Swedish Interna-
tional Development Agency (sida) – is 
that because the market in Botswana 
is considered too small for the Trade 
Council as such?
The cooperation with sida makes it 
possible for the Swedish Trade Coun-
cil to enter the Botswana market 
earlier than otherwise possible. We 
perform tasks for sida by acting as 
facilitator through arranging meet-
ings between Swedish and Botswana 
companies and trade interests. sida 
is phasing out its traditional Swedish 
Development Assistance to Botswana 
during a five-year period 2009–2013. 
During this time the Trade Council 
in Botswana will not only act as facili-
tator but will create a steady long-
term and fruitful cooperation between 
the two countries. I would like to 
mention that the Trade Council ar-
ranged a very successful conference in 
May this year, focusing on the mining 
sector in Botswana. There were some 
80 participants from Sweden, Bot-
swana and also Namibia who, during 
three days, discussed cooperation 
within the mining sector between 
the countries. We also work, besides 
the role of being facilitator, parallel 
with the main activity of the Swedish 

Export Council in Sweden, which is 
to assist Swedish companies to grow 
internationally through export. This 
is a long-term necessity to secure the 
Swedish welfare.

The Swedish Trade Council was estab-
lished in Gaborone a relatively short 
time ago, in April 2008. Which achieve-
ments can you present to the readers of 
dumela so far?
We have during the past year ar-
ranged several meeting occasions 
within, for example, the sectors of 
energy, health, mining, and enduring 
society development. We do hope 
that the Swedish »Spinaliskliniken«, 
a clinic for rehabilitation of patients 
with acquired spine traumas, will start 
a »sister clinic« here, in cooperation 
with the health sector in Botswana. 
That would be a great success! 

Can you tell the Dumela readers what 
the Trade Council is currently doing and 
future  challenges?
We will continue to focus on the 
role of facilitators, parallel with an 
increased presence by the Swedish 
companies. Botswana, which is part 
of the sadc region (Southern Afri-
can Developing Community), would 
constitute a strong platform as part of 

Håkan Bengtsson, Head of 
the Swedish Trade Council in Gaborone 

an interview

In April 2008 the Swedish Trade Council 
office was established in Botswana 
following a decision by the Swedish 
Government to close its Embassy in 
Gaborone. A little more than a year has 
passed and Dumela Newsletter asked 
for an interview with Håkan Bengtsson, 
the Head of the Trade Council to find out 
about the developments since then.
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an expansion in Southern Africa, in 
which I hope we will be involved. 

If you compare Botswana with Sweden, 
how would you describe the business 
culture/mentality in Botswana?
Botswana is being ranked as one of 
the most safe countries in the world, 
with respect to doing business. That is 
a pleasant fact and constitutes a good 
platform for foreign countries to con-
tinue establishing businesses in Bot-
swana. Sweden is sometimes being 
considered as very “democratic”(read: 
slow) in doing business. However, I 
think that Botswana could be some-
times a bit less »democratic« in deci-
sion taking.

Please rank the five biggest Swedish 
business establishments in order in 
Botswana today.
Well, it depends on how you calculate. 
We are pleased for every »road« by 
which Swedish companies find their 
way to Botswana.  So we would in-
clude Volvo Cars, even if Volvo Cars 
is represented by Barloworld, as a 
successful retailer. So, ranked in order 
we have Sanitas, Eltel Networks, abb, 
Volvo Personvagnar, Scania, Sandvik, 
Ericsson, closely followed by Atlas 
Copco, Volvo Lastvagnar, Alfa Laval, 
Hägglunds Drives and some more.  

Within which areas do you see business 
opportunities for Swedish companies?
I believe that we should continue to 
focus on the mining industry. We also 
believe in growth in the health, IT, 
and energy sectors.

How would you describe the investment 
climate in Botswana for foreign compa-
nies?
The Government of Botswana has 
a series of incentives and advantage 
offers for those that plan to estab-

lish business in Botswana. In fact, 
Botswana finds itself among the top 
40 countries in the world, that have 
the most secure and flexible rules for 
establishment. 

The global financial crisis is on every-
one’s lips. Has Botswana also been hit?
Botswana’s finance has dropped 
dramatically to a »minus stage«, due 
to the fact that the world demand for 
diamonds has decreased consider-
ably. However, the country has the 
diamonds as security, as to keep the 
development goals in accordance 
with its national development plans. 
Botswana continues to take loans to 
implement its important investments.

What do you consider important and 
would like to promote when it comes 
to the relation between Sweden and 
Botswana? 
The relation between our two coun-
tries dates back many years. This, 
however, became a more important 
factor some 40 years back, at the time 
of Independence in 1966. And we will 
continue this fantastic relation also in 
the future. 

Do you think that Swedish and Botswa-
na companies have anything to learn 
from each other?
I am convinced that success comes 
with good and friendly cooperation. 
It is also important to work together 
culturally and exchange ideas for the 
benefit of both Botswana and Swe-
den. 

Do you like living and working in  
Gaborone?
Yes, it’s a small and easy-to-get-to-
know place, no distance is a long 
distance within the town, and with a 
beautiful nature »around the corner«, 
I like it very much. We have made 

friends with a good group of Batswa-
na with whom we have a lot of fun.

If I were a businessman who had 2 days 
left before leaving Botswana, and asked 
you to give me some tips to discover 
Gaborone by sightseeing, where to stay 
and some nice restaurants, what would 
you suggest?
Well, the time is short for this busi-
nessman, but first I’d suggest her to 
check in at Gaborone Sun Hotel and 
ask the staff to arrange some tours 
around the town and advise her about 
a good restaurant. Had there been 
more time, I would start by sug-
gesting the first flight to Maun for 
further transport to the fantastic wild 
game reserves north of Maun, Savuti, 
Moremi and the Okavango Delta. It 
is not Gaborone, but the nature and 
game this person would bring back 
home as fantastic memories. 

What do you think that you are going to 
miss the most when you move back to 
Sweden?
Move?? When, far from today I’ll 
move, I will miss the nature and the 
vicinity to the wild life in Africa. I 
will miss Batswana, a joyous people, 
with their ability to look at problems 
and see them as they are: often noth-
ing special to get really upset over. I 
miss that in our own much too stress-
ful society. 

Before ending this interview, is there 
anything you would like to add?
Welcome, all Dumela readers, do 
come and visit and see for yourselves 
how the region in general has, and 
is developing and that Botswana is a 
very interesting country, not only for 
the wildlife, but also in which to do 
business.

Interview: Mats Ögren Wanger            
Translation: Ulla Odqvist 

Group photo taken after a Swedish business 
lunch meeting at Sweden House earlier this 
year.
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Notice board

Christmas present tips! 

Som en osynlig sten i mitt hjärta 
by donald boström and Mats Ögren Wanger –  
an anthology about hiv and aids with stories from, 
among other countries, botswana.  
available at internet bookstores. 

Bastu i Botswana 
by Ove andersson. see more www.botsfa.nu 

Visit www.botsfa.nu for more information.

to read a recently 
published interview 
with »Miss stigma 
Free« and an article on 
»Masunga Village« 
and more, visit 
Dumela web-Magazine 
at www.botsfa.nu  

Andreattah Chuma, a young woman 
from the dusty streets of Botswana, 
visited Sweden to partake in the an-
nual Ordsprak International Poetry 
Festival 2009 in Uppsala and Stock-
holm. Ms Chuma performed on the 
2nd October at the Regina Teatern in 
Uppsala, and on the 3rd October at 
the Stockholm Stadsteater. She cap-
tivated the audience with her suave 
voice and heart warming words of a 
talented poet. 

Andreattah Chuma is a writer/
poet/songwriter/performer. She is a 
member of the Botswana’s renowned 
Exodus Live Poetry Collective and 
has given many young Batswana a 
platform for self expression in the 
form of poetry. Ms Chuma has per-
formed in places like South Africa, 
UK and was crowned slam champion 
in Nottingham and Cambridge in 
2006. She also mentors high school 
students on the art of poetry trough 
the British Council Power in the 
Voice Project in Gaborone. She 
is currently working on her debut 
spoken word album and her fans in 
Sweden will be informed of its release 
through this newsletter. 

The festival attracted international 
poets from the USA, UK and Sweden.

Pretty Phologolo

Pretty and Andreattah

ORDSPRAK
– International 
Poetry Festival: 
1–3 October 2009

Time to visit 
Botswana
On november 16, 
2009, the botswana 
embassy hosted a 
tourism promotion 
seminar with pres-
entations by the 
botswana tourism 
board (btb) www.
botswanatourism.
co.bw  and rep-
resentatives from 
five tour operators 

(www.monnakgotla.co.bw; www.footprintsafricasafaris.com; 
www.afrotek.com; www.desertdelta.com; www.karibu.co.za). the 
road-show team, led by Ms Mmammidi george, btb’s Marketing ex-
ecutive for Overseas Markets, provided the audience with facts about 
destinations for organized tours to botswana and government’s plans 
on infrastructure development. botswana awaits your visit!

from left Ulla Rasmusson, Mats Ögren Wanger, Rasmus Rasmusson, 
Ambassador Bernadette Rathedi and Mmammidi George


