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From Nelly Kabomo-Hogård, BOTSFA, Chairperson 
 

Dear BOTSFA 
members! 
 
Despite the COVID-19 
Pandemic, which has hit 
many of us in various 
ways, Dumela newsletter 
continues to have stories 
to tell. We have 
even introduced a new 
way of publishing or 
sharing news and views 

on Botswana, through Podcast interviews. Please visit our 
website and enjoy listening.  
Unfortunately, BOTSFA get-togethers had to be put on hold.  

 
In this issue, we have, in addition to the Swedish Honorary 
Consul Kent Nilsson’s customary, chronicle Botswana today 
by Mike Main, self-introductions from BOTSFA 2020 
new Board members, words of appreciation from Viera Larsson 
and from the new Dumela editors and Traditional Tswana 
Housing, introducing Viera Larsson’s book. Read also the 
introduction to »The lost Son of Mochudi«, Gaafele/Ulf 
Söderström’s English version of the book. 

 
I am most grateful to the outgoing Dumela editors, Julia 
Majaha-Jartby and Viera Larsson, for the work they have put 
into the production of the newsletter over the years. I am very 
humbled to have had the chance to work, learn and getting 
much support from them. Not only in Dumela context, but in 
BOTSFA’s different aspect at large. I thank you for your 
contribution and support during my term in office 
as the Association's Chairperson. BOTSFA to quite some 
degree is where it is today because of you. I welcome and 
thank Mats Ögren Wanger and Christina Skarpe who have 

No 2 / 2020 
 
PRODUCTION 
mowanamedia@ 
gmail.com 
 
Publishing Agents & 
Editors: 
Mats Ögren Wanger, 
Christina Skarpe 
 
Webmaster:  
Per Järtby  
 
Contact for contribution 
mowanamedia@gmail.com 
christina.skarpe@inn.no 
 
BOTSFA MEMBERSHIP 
FEES 
Individual: SEK 175 
Family SEK: 300 
Student: SEK 100 Institution: 
SEK 500  
 
Plusgiro Account: 851039-8 
Bankgiro Account:  
428-6472 
 
VISIT US ON 
www.botsfa.nu 

 
CONTENT 
 
Dear BOTSFA members 1 
Thank you Dumela 2 
New Dumela Editors  3  
From Kent Nilsson,  3 
Swe. Honorary Consul  
Traditional Tswana 5 
Housing  
Mike Main’s chronicle 7  
BOTSFA Podcast 8  
New board members  8 
The lost son of  9 
Mochudi 
Notes  10 
 



 

DUMELA No 2-2020 • 2 

taken over the responsibility for editing Dumela. As well as 
Mebi Hermansson as board contact person. Also, thanks go to 
Kerstin Main Jackson, Mats Ögren Wanger and Per Järtby for 
the introduction and production of Podcasts.  

 
Despite the significant changes due to Covid-19, we managed 
to hold our AGM digitally in June through Zoom. Twenty-nine 
members, of which 6 were in Botswana, attended the meeting. 
The last time there was interaction of members living in 
Botswana and those visiting from Sweden was during the get-
together held at Sanitas in December 2019.  

 
May Batswana and Swedes' friendship grow from strength to 
strength. Stay faithful, one good day, we will hold hands again. 
Continue washing hands, keep distance and stay safe.  

 
Thank you, Dumela 
by Viera Larsson  
 
When I started working with Dumela newsletter in 1995, I had 
not thought that I would stay with this interesting and 
challenging engagement for 25 years. I have laid-out close to 
100, if not more, copies of Dumela! A great and valuable 
experience. 

 
My start with Dumela 
When I started working with Dumela, the 
chairperson of BOTSFA was Ann Murray. We were 
many Swedes with working experience from 
Botswana, our second home-country, and had 
frequent contact with the country and its people. 
Dumela had existed for at least 10 years but had 
been in a cut or copy-and-paste format. I was 
asked to introduce some improvements that would 
make it a more attractive and reader-friendly 
newsletter. I introduced a digital format that 
evolved into the printing of a full colour Dumela 
newsletter in 2007, the format it is today.  
 
Look in the archives 
The digital production of Dumela has enabled 
posting on BOTSFA website www.botsfa.nu. If you 

want to see the articles published in previous years, have a 
look at our webpage. It is quite an interesting journey into the 
past. 

I worked with Dumela as a member of the BOTSFA Board 
and under several chairpersons. I stepped down from the 
Board in 2018 but continued to work on the production of 
Dumela together with Julia Majaha-Jartby, an excellent scribe. 
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Her language and editing skills have, over the years, 
professionally elevated the newsletter to a high-level text 
quality. 

 
New production team 
Even good things come to an end! After 25 years of working 
with Dumela, it is time to hand over to other members of the 
Association. Mats Ögren-Wanger, a journalist with many 
connections to Botswana, has volunteered to work on future 
production of Dumela. He will be working with Board members 
Christina Skarpe and Mebi Hermansson. Congratulations to the 
new team, to Dumela and to BOTSFA! I wish all the best in the 
exciting journey!  

 
Finally, I would like to thank all people involved in Dumela 
whom I met during my work with the newsletter. Different 
chairpersons, scribes, photographers and friends. Thank you! 
PULA! 

 
 

New Dumela editors 
by Mats Ögren Wanger and Christina Skarpe  

 
To take over the editorship and layout work for Dumela 
Newsletter after Viera Larsson and Julia Majaha-Jartby feels 
honoring. Because Dumela Newsletter has now been around 
for five decades and can be considered a long-standing 
magazine. Many talented people have worked and 
contributed to Dumela over the years and together 
strengthened the relations between Sweden and Botswana. 
Julia and Viera have done a fantastic and long-lasting job 
with Dumela and we can now proudly say that they are our 
mentors until we get warm in the new Dumela clothes. 

 
From our side, we now wish as many as possible to come in 
with article ideas for Dumela and send comments to us if you 
have some on the content. 

 
Thank you, Julia and Viera for your fine, fine, long work with 
the Dumela Newsletter. 

 
 

From Kent Nilsson, Swedish Honorary Consul 

Dumelang dear BOTSFA members! 
 

know everyone is tired of Corona but I still feel there is a 
need to update on the situation here. So far Botswana has 
still one of the lowest infection rates in the world. This in 

I 
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spite of that we are neighbours with South Africa, which 
has the highest infection rate in Africa. The Government in 
Botswana reacted fast and introduced the first lockdown 
already early April. That one lasted for six weeks. We have 
had another two-week lockdown in August. Mask wearing 
is compulsory, so is registering at all places one visits 
including shops, schools, restaurants, etc. This to 
facilitate efficient contact tracing if needed. Our borders 
are closed for non-essential travel and all truck drivers are 
tested before being allowed to enter into the country. 
During the first three months government offered wage 
subsidies for companies. In general, I feel that most are 
happy with the way government has been dealing with 
this pandemic. During the last four weeks we have 
however seen a sharp increase in the number of infected. 

In total we now have about 3000+ cases and 16 deaths. About 
1000+ are South African truckdrivers tested at the border then 
sent back after testing positive. Unfortunately, our economy, 
like with most other countries, is being affected. Some areas 
more than others. The tourism industry will be one of the 
hardest hits, having lost the main season this year. It will be a 
big blow.  

 
Ironically our main tourist area in 
Botswana, the Okavango Delta, is 
looking splendid after having had 
a strong inflow of water from 
Angola. The delta is yet again full 
of water and even the Boteti River 
is flowing strong past Rakops 
towards lake Dow, south of the 
Magadigadi pans. It is very sad 
that only a few get to experience 
this as most lodges are closed. A 
few have now opened again with 
big discounts of up to 75% for 
residents. A few weeks ago, I 
spent a few nights at the 
Xakanaxa Lodge in Moremi. A 
wonderful experience with lots of 
great game viewing. Botswana at 
its best. We all hope that travelling 
will start again in time for next 
season.  
 
Many of you have probably heard 

of the mysterious deaths of hundreds of elephants in the 
Seronga area in the northern part of the delta. We now finally 
know that they have died from drinking water with 
cyanobacteria, containing a naturally occurring toxin. It seems 
like a number of water holes have had this toxin.  
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Parliament met on Monday 28 September to review the six 
months State of Public Emergency powers granted the 
President in April. This has been extended for another six 
months. The University in Palapye (Biust) rioted against the 
decision, resulting in police apparently shooting rubber bullets 
and spraying tear gas. 

 
Winter is over and summer is here. We are awaiting our first 
rains of the season and early indications point towards a La 
Niña year, which would mean above average rainfall in 
Southern Africa. We all hope this is the case. 

 
Happy Boipuso, Independence Day! 
Pula! 
 
Kent Nilsson 
Swedish Honorary Consul 

 
Traditional Tswana Housing 
by Viera Larsson  

 
book Traditional Tswana Housing, first published in 
1984, is a compilation of material on research work 
conducted in Botswana by Swedish architects Anita 

Larsson and myself, Viera Larsson. The report was published 
by the Swedish Council for Building Research under their 
research grant projects. The research project »Traditional 
Tswana Housing« was financed by a grant administered by the 
Department of Building Function Analysis, School of 
Architecture, Lund University, Sweden.  
The original publication was produced by using solely black 
colour for printing text, photos and sketches – the technology 
available and affordable at 
the time. However, thirty-six 
years following the printing, I 
believe it is relevant that the 
publication be re-issued 
applying today’s digital 
technology in colour – to fully 
reflect the beauty of Tswana 
traditional houses and 
homes. Further, with 
modernization rapidly 
consuming what is 
traditionally Tswana houses 
and homes, the historical 
value can easily be lost. 

 

A 
 
The new addition is a soft 
bound book of 232 pages, in 
full colour and of size 
170x240 mm. 
 
The book will be available in 
Sweden, in Botswana and in 
South Africa. 
 
The cost of a copy will be 
SEK 250, BWP 320 or 
ZAR 470 
 
For more information and 
your order contact: 
 
Viera Larsson, Sweden 
viera.larsson@visual.se 
 
Sithabile Mathe, Botswana  
smathe@moralodesigns.com  
 
Heather Dodd, South Africa 
heather@savagedodd.co.za 
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The content and text remain the same as in the original 
publication. The only changes introduced to the new edition is 
the inclusion of the »Foreword« and »Postscript«.  
 
The photos are produced from scanned colour slides taken 
during the field study of the research project in 1984. However, 
the more than thirty-six years of storage have, in some cases, 
created difficulties in the production of a technically perfect 
result. Where considered ideal, the original black-and-white 
photos are retained.   

 
The work with this second edition was inspired and 
encouraged by Sithabile Mathe, a Botswana architect, and 
Heather Dodd, a South African architect and a friend. They 
wrote the Foreword and Postscript. I am most grateful to them 
for their invaluable input.  

 
I have been working on this edition on my own as Anita 
Larsson passed away in 2015. I am very thankful to her 
professional and collegial contribution to the production of the 
first edition of the book. At the end of the book, I provide some 
information on Anita’s disseminations.  

 
See here some pages from the book. 
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Botswana to-day: a view from 
behind the front lines 
by Mike Main 

 
LIKE MOST COUNTRIES, Botswana has always 
been a place of change but two things are most 
noticeable about that change here: the rate is 
accelerating and the country is divided. 

 
There is no doubt that emerging and taking an 
ever-larger share of the limelight is a youthful 
educated, smart, savvy generation. They are not 
the majority yet but, for the first time they are 
becoming ever more visible. The commercial 
sector, with its higher salaries led the way and 
cornered the new talent but they are visible, even 
in government, recognizable in several ways. They 
have a better command of the official languages, 
they use initiative combined with a politeness and 
a briskness of manner that is refreshing and 
inspiring. We’ve got some damned smart 
youngsters! 

 
We have always been a deeply conservative 

country, steeped in traditional methods and beliefs that have 
stood us in good stead through times past. There is a 
reluctance to forsake the old and trusted. The younger set, 
imbibed with energy and a zinging zest for life have not the 
time to wait. They want new things, new ways, now. 

 
Not an army of modernity but unquestionably a force for 
change that hardly existed ten years ago but one that has been 
growing steadily and now emerges as something to be 
recognized and reckoned with. 

 
It pulsed with life at the time of the October elections. Hope 
was high, expectations exciting. Change was in the air: you 
could feel it! 

 
Six months down the line, the balloon is empty. Covid 19 took 
most of the air but there are disturbing rumours of too many 
‘friendly contracts ’and many questionable actions and nothing 
convincing done about the past. Concern is growing: is change 
on hold or are we facing more of the same? The young are 
restless and the old too conditioned by the past to question. Is 
Botswana at a watershed moment? It’s hard to say. There has 
been a disease. The nation waits to see if its curable. 

 

L 
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BOTSFA Podcast with  
Kerstin Jackson Main & Mats Ögren Wanger 

 
he new BOTSFA podcast is an initiative by the Stockholm 
based journalists Mats Ögren Wanger. He was joined by 
Swedish radio journalist Kerstin Jackson Main based in 
Gaborone and technical producer Per Järtby based in 

Sigtuna. BOTSFA podcast share news and views on 
Botswana, in support of the country's social and cultural 
exchanges with Sweden. BOTSFA podcast can be find on 
players like Acast, Itunes and on botsfa.nu 
 
Kerstin Why should BOTSFA have a podcast? 
During my 30 years of living in Botswana I have seen the 
country developing in some aspects, with the speed of light 
although in other areas not a lot has happened. This is one 
reason why Botswana is such an interesting place to live in and 
why we should learn more about the country and its people. In 
the podcasts we would like to give you some glimpses of what 
has happened and is happening in the country by introducing 
different people who are part of Botswana’s journey. 
 
 

 

New BOTSFA board members 
 
Kerstin Jackson Main 
I’m a teacher and a radio producer and it was 
through my work that I came to Botswana 
where I met my husband Mike Main.  

 
Between 1990 and 1994 I visited Botswana to 
run workshops and do interviews for airing in 
Sweden. From 1996 to 1998 I worked with the 
program »English Time« for Primary schools in 
Botswana, and after moving to Botswana in 
1999 I have been freelancing and continued 
working for Botswana, and between 2000 and 
2004 also for Sweden. 

 
Today I am enjoying traveling with my husband, 
mostly in Botswana and other parts of Africa, 

and spending some time in Sweden with daughters and 
grandchildren. 

 

T 
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Christina Skarpe 
I moved to Botswana in 1975, and remained for about 5 years, 
working as a »Range Ecologist« for Ministry of Agriculture. I 
was based at Sebele, but was much on field work in western 
Kalahari. Afterwards I was often back in Botswana on small 
projects, including supervision of postgraduate students. In 
1998 to 2003 I was involved in the »BONIC« project, working 
with the »elephant problem« in Northern Botswana. We did not 
work with the elephants per se, but with their effects on the 
rest of the ecosystem, and found, in short, that there was not 
really an elephant problem.      

 
Staffan Strand 
I arrived in Gaborone April 1974 with my wife Birgit and 
daughters Sara and Linda after several years in Kenya. The 
National Museum & Art Gallery needed a new taxidermist. My 
work consisted of planning new exhibitions, collecting animals 
and plants for new displays and training local taxidermists. The 
regular documentation of the »bushman paintings« gave me a 
deeper interest in people and ethnography. We left 1980.  

 
I spent 1990–1991 in Kazungula helping to start a taxidermy 
company. In 1993 I was partly in Gaborone planning the 
building for scientific collections. Regularly, 1998–2001 I was in 
the northern region, living in Victoria Falls. 
 

 

A Book: The Lost Son of Mochudi 
 

he book is a fiction historical novel that covers some of 
Bakgatla Ba Kgafela tribal culture. It highlights the tribal life 
around 1950. At that time tribal Kings ruled over the 

various territories in Botswana (then called Bechuanaland). 
Under their leadership and guidance, the population developed 
into disciplined and responsible members of the tribe. Their 
tribes were fairly united and peaceful.  

 
This book is a story about a boy named Tefo, whose father 
was a Motswana from Mochudi, but they lived in South Africa. 
Tefo grew up under very poor conditions in an illegal 
settlement (location) on the countryside quite far outside an 
urban area. Such settlements were inhabited by the black 
population and immigrants from many African countries, who 
came there to find work. 

 

T 
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A tragic situation happened when they were travelling back 
to Botswana. Tefo got help from an old couple who live on 
a rural farm. Later on, he was transported to Botswana to 
meet and learn to know his relatives. His life totally 
changed after being exposed to the traditional lifestyle in a 
Botswana village, which was closely linked with domestic 
animal herding for the boys and men. A lot later his cousin 
is responsible for a crime in South Africa and Tefo is asked 
to return there to resolve the problem. Whilst there he 
meets a man who was awaiting him with a great surprise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

NOTES 
Following closure due to Covid-19, Ednah and Mikael Rosén are re-opening their 
restaurant, Akacia Café, in Maun in October 2020. 
 
Two kids from Tennis4SOS (SOS Children’s Villages in Tlokweng) have joined an  
elite program managed by BTA (Botswana Tennis Association). 
 
New BOTSFA podcast can be find on players like Acast, Itunes and on botsfa.nu. 
 
 

The book in English is 
available from UB Book 
store in Gaborone and 
direct from the Author’s 
Gaafele Söderström’s 
husband Ulf in Gaborone 
on email ulfskh@gmail.com  
or Cell: +26771724703 
including WhatsApp during 
most evenings.  

The Swedish version is 
available in Sweden on 
www.adlibris.com/se/bok/
mochudis-forlorade-son-
9789163907210  


