My second time in Botswana
by Kristin Evensen Mathiesen
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My first meeting with Botswana was a trip with close to 100 work mates in 2012 to
celebrate that our workplace, Hedmark University College, Department Evenstad,
Norway, was 100 years old! On that trip, I was so fascinated by everything Botswana
and Africa had to oﬀer, that I planned a new trip in 2016 together with my two boys,
Jonas and Tord (18 and 16 years old), and my mother, Bina (72 years old) to this
amazing country.

We arrived in Kasane on June the 20th and were picked up by the driver of the Old
House where we had booked two very nice rooms for the next 10 days. To the back
of the house, close to Chobe river, there was a small and nice out-door restaurant
between local trees and shrubs and the little birds flew in and out and created a
very exotic atmosphere for us. Here we had our daily breakfast, and also dinner
when we came back in time.
The very same afternoon as we arrived,
we had booked a river boat trip on the
Chobe River. We did not go far before
coming to a checkpoint where all the
boats and their guests were registered we crossed the border into Chobe
National Park. The river trip was a threehour continuous experience of birds living
along the riverbanks, guinea fowls, various
storks, ibis, herons and egrets in addition
to elephants grazing out in the river or
coming down to the river to drink or swim,
monkeys barking, and hippos lying
huddled in large groups. On the shores

impala, kudu and other antelopes were grazing or picking fruits that the baboons
dropped from the trees. All the sounds, the scents, the sun starting to set everything was so diﬀerent from everything back home on the northern hemisphere.
Here, in the middle of Africa, there were a variety of species and sizes that created
sounds, visual experiences and scents that should prove to be just as fascinating
now the second time I visited Botswana as I experienced in 2012.

Already at 6 pm the sun set, and the sunset at Chobe River is indescribable. First
comes the faint pink and bright pastel yellow light, which eventually slides into an
intense orange sunset, where the horizon and trees turn completely black against
the bright orange sky, before the darkness embraced us and the whole Chobe and
Botswana. But it was still warm, and when coming back at the Old House we were
served lovely food in the restaurant, listening to all the insects and strange sounds.
Chobe National Park was now the agenda for the next few days. We had rented a
large four wheel drive pick-up vehicle that we used when driving around in Kasane
and Chobe. The first day visiting Chobe National Park, we chose to rent a guided
three-hour tour in an open safari vehicle. This to see where the drivers were going,
and to get a small overview of the roads, and maybe receive some tips on places it
was a good idea to visit to be able to observe as many animals as possible. The
park had opening hours from 6 am to 6 pm, and we were usually at the park
entrance at 6 am while it was still dark outside. We drove into the park in the sunrise,
and at our first drive it took no more than half an hour before we encountered a
group of lions. A fantastic start to our safari.

Along the winding sandy roads in the park, guinea fowl, quail and baboons ran
around each other. New species of birds of prey landed in the canopies, and luckily
we had bought the field book African wild birds (Sinclair, Hockey, Tarboton and
Ryan) which we used as our field book. We chose to drive our own car into the park
in the next few days. This allowed us to stay longer in the park. We had packed

lunches, drinks and sweets, and when we needed a break we drove to one of the
many picnic areas that existed along the roads in the park. Serondela in particular
was our favorite. Here we can get out of the car, and there are toilets available
together with solid tables with benches where one can sit and enjoy the meal. It is
still important to look out for wild animals as the picnic areas are not fenced,
however, we did not see anything when we stopped.

We followed the river further into the park where the landscape opens up and there
are considerably fewer cars and tourists. Here we often could observe giraﬀes and
buﬀalo and antilopes such as impala, lechwe and kudu, not to forget the large flocks
of zebra and the occasional warthog that passed by. Here we also saw one of the
large groups of lions where we counted at least 11 animals lying out on a grassy
plain, completely relaxed. Suddenly one of the lionesses got up, and soon several of
the adult lions followed. Out on the plains we saw a small group of hartebeest
grazing, but due to the high and dry grass we no longer saw the lions. Suddenly the
antelopes set up a formidable pace, and the clouds of dust followed the animals.

Our guess was that the lions had taken up the hunt for the today's dinner, but this
remains a secret Botswana's plains are going to keep to themselves. Back at the
entrance to the park, we asked the guides about the lions in the park. According to
them, there were now three prides inside the park, and that the group we had seen
was probably the largest - a pride of 14 individuals. The other groups were
considerably smaller, and this was the largest pride that had established in the park
for a very long time.

We were inside the park every day, and every day we met one of the three prides of
lions. It was something we never expected, but a wonderful experience every single
time. When arriving from the park, we often chose to have lunch at Chobe Safari
Lodge, because it is so wonderful to sit outside on the terrace that almost hangs
over the river and look into the wetlands of Chobe River. The food in Botswana is
excellent, and so is the beer.

Our last day in Kasane, we hired a boat trip and a fishing guide to try our luck for
tiger fish. Both Tord and Jonas got fish in the end of the day. A wonderful and
uniquely enjoyable adventure trip was at the end. We have experienced Botswana
as a friendly, safe, pleasant and stunning place to travel in, and I cannot praise the
people, the country and the wildlife enough. Thank you very much for this time, and
we will definitely come back again if the opportunity arises.

